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5.1 Introduction
The tourism sector is one of the major growth
areas of the national and local economy with
tourism expenditure standing at €5.3 billion in
2009, representing 3.8% of Gross National
Product. It is the sector of the economy with
the most potential for growth in the short and
medium term. Kerry received 846,000 tourists
in 2011. Ten percent of Kerry’s labour force is
employed in hotels and restaurants compared
to a national average of 6%. The County ranked
fourth in total visitor numbers behind Dublin,
Cork and Galway. However visitor spend in
Kerry is €212 whereas the corresponding
figure for Cork is €370 per visitor. Kerry has
the potential to increase visitor numbers and
to increase visitor spend.
Kerry’s scenic landscapes are the corner
stone on which its tourism industry is built.
The name and the image of the County has
captured the imagination of visitors searching
for the ‘wild’, ‘remote’, ‘real’ Ireland with open
roads, unspoilt culture and countryside – the
Irish experience. Its landscapes are varied
ranging from impressive mountain ranges,
lakes, estuaries and coastal areas. Features
including the Lakes of Killarney, the Dingle and
Iveragh peninsulas and Valentia Island, offer
dramatic scenery and beautiful places to visit.
In addition, the Macgillicuddy Reeks, Mount
Brandon and the Slieve Mish range provide
a stunning backdrop to many of the County’s
towns and villages, as well as an enduring
fascination for walkers and climbers.

and nature tours, English language learning
tours and specialist markets such as activity
holidays, environmental or cultural based
tourism.
Each of
these
activities provides
the opportunity
to diversify and grow
Kerry’s tourism product and benefit from
the generation of spin-offs and demand
for additional services. These niche
activities also extend the tourist season.
Niche tourism by its nature has the capacity
to develop in locations throughout the County
and as such can contribute to the sustainable
economic development of peripheral and
rural areas with an otherwise weak economic
base.

A study recently carried out by the School of
Architecture at University College Dublin has
indicated that Kerry is close to ‘tipping point’
in relation to the impact of rural housing on
this unique and precious landscape. We must
be careful going forward that we protect this
landscape for the benefit of the County and
its residents.

County Kerry is well positioned to become
a significant destination for the growing
market for culture, heritage and arts based
activity holidays through the appropriate
development of its indigenous built, cultural
and natural assets. The ‘sightseer and culture
seeker’ market is growing; they are interested
in exploring a Country’s sights and finding out
about its culture and heritage. This sector of
the market is high yield in terms of greater
visitor spend and the increased length of time
visitors stay in the County. These culture
and heritage based activities are often a
complimentary activity supporting other
holiday experiences.

These attributes lend themselves to the
further development of the recreation sector
through the sustainable development of
niche markets, for example archaeological

The tourism industry has changed over recent
years; visitor needs and expectations have
increased and there have been changes in
how people plan and purchase their holidays.
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There has been a growing shift in the nature
tourism demand away from tour led holidays to
independent tourists seeking the infrastructure
to allow them to move freely and conveniently
between attractions in the County. This has
particular implications for the integration of
tourism, land use and transportation polices.
Integrated land use and transport planning
will enhance the tourist product and visitor
experience and encourage longer term stays in
the County. This integration requires transport
infrastructure to develop stronger links with
the hierarchy of visitor attractions, access
to appropriate accommodation and a well
signed and interpreted landscape. Transport
and ease of access to the County is probably
the most significant factor determining the
growth of the tourism sector in Kerry.

Sustainable tourism planning therefore
requires a balance to be struck between
the needs of the visitor, the place, heritage
assets and the host community. Erosion
and damage to pathways and vegetation
associated with multiple uses, particularly
in relation to mountain trails, is a concern
and such uses may need to be controlled or
regulated.
This Plan provides a policy and objective
framework for the development of a more
diversified and sustainable tourism sector.
In the implementation of this Plan however,
it is recognised that tourism and heritage
policies are not ‘stand alone’ policies and this
plan maintains and supports tourism through
related policies – such as transport, natural
resources and settlement policies.
It is also recognised that the development of
a diversified and sustainable tourist industry
will require an integrated multi-agency
approach and it is an objective of this Plan to
work with the Councils strategic partners and
in particular with Fáilte Ireland - South West
Region.

Sustainable tourism is defined as ‘tourism
that takes full account of its current and future
economic social and environmental impacts,
addressing the needs of visitors, the industry,
the environment and host communities’.
Sustainable tourism development involves
a concern for the impact of the industry
on the host community as well as on the
physical environment. It is an objective of
this Plan therefore, to pursue a strategy for
the development of a sustainable tourism
industry which minimises adverse impacts
on local communities, the built heritage,
landscapes, habitats and species leaving
them undiminished as a resource for the
future, while supporting social and economic
prosperity.
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Tourism General
It is an objective of the Council to:T-1

Adhere to the principles of sustainable tourism and have regard to its current
and future economic, social and environmental impacts.

T-2

Maximise the potential of tourism as a ‘pillar of economic growth’ which will
contribute to the balanced economic development of the County and the
tourism industry in the South West Region.

T-3

Facilitate the development of a sustainable and diversified tourism industry
through the growth of niche markets in a socially, environmentally and
economically sustainable manner.

T-4

Protect conserve and where appropriate enhance through the enforcement of
the objectives and development standards of this Plan, the natural, built and
cultural heritage features that form the basis of the County’s tourism industry,
including biodiversity, areas of important landscape, coastal scenery, areas of
geological and scientific interest, historic buildings, archaeological sites and
monuments and the traditional form and general appearance of towns and
villages.

T-5

Promote the sustainable development of tourist related infrastructure such as
transport, access, appropriate facilities and high-quality tourist accommodation,
in appropriate locations where proposals are in accordance with the provisions
of this Plan.

T-6

Liaise with strategic partners such as Fáilte Ireland (South West Region),
the National Parks and Wildlife Services, Inland Fisheries Ireland,
Waterways Ireland, Coillte and other relevant bodies on the identification of
land use strategies for areas, focusing on their tourism, environmental and
heritage value.

T-7

Promote the sustainable integration of land use and transportation policies
to ensure that the unique needs of the tourism sector (such as the provision
of a public bus service linking visitor attractions and improved transport links
between the airport at Farranfore and the County’s main tourist hubs) are
addressed.
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5.2 Accessible Tourism
Ensuring that services are more accessible
to people with mobility issues, people with
learning disabilities, visual or hearing
impairment, young children and elderly
people is both socially and economically
important. In order to increase tourism
numbers within these groups the appropriate
infrastructure, such as ramps, suitable
toilet facilities must be in place to cater for
their needs. Information on accessibility
to tourist venues and activities should
be readily available so that these groups
can plan their trips. Information should
be disseminated through all information
sources used by holiday makers and in
the range of formats required by groups
with different types of disabilities.

Accessible Tourism

activities all of which are to be found in Kerry.
Soft adventure includes walking, cycling, golf
and swimming which are the most popular
activities. Hard adventure includes mountain
climbing, absailing and scuba diving.
County Kerry is renowned as a centre for
walking with a well-established network of
long distance walks; including The Beara Way,
The Kerry Way, The Dingle Way, The Saint’s
Walk (Cosán na Naomh), The North Kerry
Way and The Shannon Way, which combined,
extend to a network of over 500km. There are
many other walks within the County including
Slí na Sláinte and National Looped Walks.
Kerry County Council will continue to support
the sustainable development of additional
walks within the County and facilitate where
appropriate, activities and the provision of
services that will enhance the enjoyment
of the outdoors. It is an objective of the
Council to sustainably promote these uses in
appropriate locations, in order to attract the
activity and adventure tourist.

It is an objective of the Council to:T-8

Facilitate the provision of access
to information on accessibility
in the various formats required
by groups with disabilities.

T-9

Ensure that all public toilet
facilities where feasible, cater
for those with varying levels
of mobility and access issues.

5.3 Activity & Adventure Tourism
County Kerry is recognised as one of the
premier outdoor recreation destinations in
Ireland. For this reason it has been chosen by
the Adventure Travel Trade Association as the
location of its 2014 World Adventure Summit.
Adventure includes both “soft” and “hard”
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County Kerry is also an ideal location for
hosting outdoor events such as triathlons,
marathons etc. which involve large competitor
numbers where a wide range and variety of
supporting facilities such as accommodation
and restaurants are required.

County Kerry has some of the finest golf
courses in the Country, including the
internationally renowned Ballybunion, Tralee
and Waterville links courses. Castleisland
boasts a 400 metre tartan athletics track and
associated gym and sauna facilities. There are
quite a number of leisure centres, swimming
pools and a number of indoor and outdoor
adventure centres such as Cappanalea,
which is among the finest facilities of its kind
in Ireland. While it is recognised that golf
and other similar activities, are an important
strand of the County’s tourism potential, it is
also recognised that such uses often require
a rural location which may be high in natural
and cultural heritage values which must be
protected.

(12 days) and spend more than the average
visitor. A development plan for Game Angling
Tourism in Kerry, jointly commissioned by
South Kerry Development Partnership and
North & East Kerry Development Company,
is currently being prepared which involves all
stakeholders.
Kerry County Council will work with IFI, Fáilte
Ireland, Development Partnerships, Fishing
Clubs, Go Kerry and the trade towards the
agreed implementation of this Plan.
Sea angling is a major niche in the overall
angling product attracting some 55,000
overseas visitors in 2012. Coastal regions
in Kerry are already benefiting from the
influx of Irish and overseas sea anglers but
the potential for growth is considerable. It
is important that a sustainable coherent
development and marketing plan is prepared
and implemented to maximize the potential of
this niche market.

The rivers and lakes of Kerry provide
significant leisure and amenity opportunities
– including angling, eco-tourism and cycle
ways. The tourism potential of the County’s
inland waterways has not, in general, been
fully exploited. In addition to the potential
routes themselves, it is necessary to identify
visitor requirements and service centres along
potential waterway corridors to ensure such
routes are practicable. According to Inland
Fisheries Ireland (IFI) recreational angling was
worth some €550m in 2012 with significant
potential for further growth. The south-west
region attracts 45% of all overseas anglers
with the main markets being Great Britain,
Germany and France. Anglers stay longer
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Activity Tourism
It is an objective of the Council to:T-10

Support and facilitate, in conjunction with other bodies and agencies, the
sustainable development of Kerry as a world class destination for sports and
recreation related tourism.

T-11

Promote and facilitate the sustainable development of outdoor activities, in
appropriate locations, such as walking, rambling, cycling and adventure with
specialised wellness centres and facilities in association with Tralee IT, Fáilte
Ireland, National Trails Office, Irish Sports Council, Kerry Education and Training
Board and other relevant national and County based departments and agencies.

T-12

Promote the sustainable development of low impact experiential tourism including
orienteering, angling, equestrian activities, bird watching, whale and dolphin
watching, canoeing and kayaking, caving, paragliding, botany, photography,
painting and meditation, in appropriate locations in order to diversify the range
of tourist experiences available in the County and extend the tourism season.

T-13

Promote the sustainable development of non weather dependent
and family-friendly attractions and amenities in appropriate locations
that will contribute to the dispersal of tourism throughout the County.

T-14

Facilitate the sustainable development of water sports, surfing and water related
events.

T-15

Work in partnership with local community organisations, angling clubs, Inland
Fisheries Ireland and other relevant bodies to sustainably upgrade angling related
infrastructure including access, stands and signage at appropriate locations.

T-16

Support in collaboration with the National Parks and Wildlife Service
and other relevant stakeholders, the monitoring of aquatic vessels in
relation to the spread of invasive alien aquatic species by leisure craft.

T-17

Support the strategic objectives of the National Countryside Recreation
Strategy (2006) Dept of Community Rural & Gaeltacht Affairs.

T-18

Facilitate the sustainable development of improved access and associated facilities
to the waterways of Kerry.
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T-19

Support the provision of sustainable mountain bike facilities at suitable locations
subject to compliance with the policies and objectives of this Plan particularly as
they relate to the protection of the natural environment.

5.4 Amenity Paths and Networks
Walking, cycling and backpacker holidays
are an increasingly important component
of tourism in the County. At the same time
there has been an unprecedented rise in the
number of cars on the roads in recent years,
placing an extra imperative to develop off-road
paths and sustainable forms of tourism. Offroad walkways can be established by various
means, through informal agreements with
landowners, through formal agreements or
acquisition. In many instances walkways are
established by custom and practice. There is
an extensive network of long-distance existing
waymarked walks, pilgrim paths and forest
walks in the County which includes:•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Beara Way.
The Kerry Way.
The Dingle Way.
Cosán na Naomh (Saint’s Walk).
The North Kerry Way.
The Shannon Way.
River Lee Walk

There is potential for the sustainable
development of further walkways at
appropriate
locations
throughout
the
County for example the proposed Lough
Leane Looped Walk in Killarney, subject to
ensuring no significant adverse effects on the
environment including the integrity of Natura
2000 network. The existing walking routes in
the County are indicated on Map 5.1 (pg. 74).
The Council recognises that sustainably
developed and maintained walking routes
are of considerable benefit to the economies
of the areas through which they run as well
as providing an invaluable educational,
recreational and conservation role.
The
Council recognises that these routes
cannot come into existence or remain in
existence without the full co-operation of the
owners of private property on the routes.
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5.4.1 Macgillycuddy’s Reeks Mountain
Access Project
A study to assess the potential for a Mountain
Access Project (MAP) in the Macgillycuddy’s
Reeks
commenced
in
2013.
The
Mcgillycuddy’s Reeks is designated as part
of the Natura 2000 network as the Killarney
National Park, Macgillycuddy’s Reeks and
Caragh River cSAC (site code 000365). The
vision for the project is to sustainably create a
suitably resourced upland recreational activity
zone, focussed principally on hillwalking,
climbing, mountaineering, environmental
and cultural heritage, all underpinned by
permissive land access by the relevant
landowners, while ensuring no significant
adverse effects on the environment including
the integrity of the Natura 2000 network.
The MAP will be delivered through a
participative multi-stakeholder management
forum, to support the livelihoods of landowners
and local enterprises, while providing an
excellent experience for recreational users. It
is envisaged that the Macgillycuddy’s Reeks’
MAP will become the exemplar for sustainable
uplands management and permissive
recreational access in Ireland, based on an
agricultural and environmental sustainability
ethos.

Adventure Tourism
It is an objective of the Council to:T-20

Facilitate the sustainable provision
at appropriate locations of a network
of quality pathways an associated
car parks for walkers and cyclists
and horse-riders that are attractive
and free of vehicular traffic.

T-21

Co-operate with National Trails
Office (Management Standards),
Failte Ireland, National Way Marked
Way Advisory Committee, Coillte,
the Heritage Council and other
relevant bodies, in order to support
the
sustainable
development,
maintenance and enhancement
of walking routes at appropriate
locations throughout the County
subject to compliance with the polices
and objectives of this Plan particularly
as they relate to the protection of the
natural environment.

T-22

Sustainably promote, in co-operation
with the various statutory and
relevant organisations, at appropriate
locations the more extensive use of
the coastal strip for such activities
as touring, sight-seeing, walking,
pony trekking, etc as a sustainable
tourism and recreational resource
for the residents of County Kerry
and other visitors.

T-23

Actively encourage and seek
to facilitate the appropriate and
sustainable
development
of
integrated cycle routes throughout
the County in association with other
agencies.

T-24

Sustainably support the preparation
and
implementation
of
an
Integrated
Management
Plan
for the Macgillycuddy’s Reeks to
address all aspects of the social,
environmental
and
economic
development of the Macgillycuddy’s
Reeks while ensuring no significant
adverse effects on the environment
including the integrity of the Natura
2000 sites.
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T-25

Facilitate and promote a link between
the Shannon Way and the North
Kerry Way to create a North Kerry
looped trail subject to ensuring that
no significant adverse effects on the
environment and the integrity of the
Natura 2000 network.

5.5 Cycling
The County has a number of cycling routes.
These routes follow quiet country roads and
have dedicated maps and sign posting. There
is scope to extend this concept to other parts
of the County and to improve on standards in
their provision.
Routes should follow in order of preference:
off-road tracks, quiet country roads and
regional or national roads. In the case of
regional and national routes, cycle ways
should, where possible be segregated from
carriageways and footpaths.
There are significant stretches of land that
were formerly in use as railway lines. To
the extent that these are engineering works
negotiating (at times) difficult topographical
obstacles, they also constitute significant
resources.
The former railway lines have potential for
use as corridors for amenity access, free from
motorised traffic and even have potential for
a revived railway use.
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Cycling is growing in popularity both as a sport
and as a means of transport. The National
Cycle Policy Framework has a specific
objective relating to the development of the
National Cycle Framework to include rural
recreational routes around urban areas and
connecting with major urban areas. There are
also initiatives at a European level that can
be used to promote cycling tourism within the
County.
Euro Velo is the European Cycle Route
Network and the European Cyclist’s Federation
(ECF)is coordinating the development of a
network of high-quality cycling routes that
connect the whole continent. EuroVelo is
currently comprised of 14 routes and it is
envisaged that the network will be substantially
complete by 2020. Route 1 (Atlantic Coast
Route) of the EuroVelo network runs from the
North Cape (Norway) to Sagrés (Portugal).
It passes through Ireland with the route
running from Abbeyfeale-Listowel-TraleeDingle (Slea Head)-Ring of Kerry-Beara.
It is the policy of the Planning Authority to
consider proposals for development in these
areas including the sustainable development
of former railway lines for local heritage and
outdoor activities including the provision of
recreational walkways and cycleways, where
it can be demonstrated that such development
will not have significant adverse effects on the
environment including the integrity of Natura
2000 sites.
Kerry County Council will seek to further
develop the existing Greenway from
Rathkeale to the Kerry/Limerick border and
onto Listowel. Kerry County Council will then
seek to further develop the greenway onto
Tralee as a separate project in order to make
it the longest Greenway in the Country.

Cycleways

benefits to Kerry resulting from this new
tourism initiative could be significant.
Wild Atlantic Way

It is an objective of the Council to:T-26

T-27

T-28

Co-operate with the National Trails
Office, Fáilte Ireland, National Way
Marked Way Advisory Committee,
Coillte, the Heritage Council
and other relevant bodies, in
order to support the sustainable
development, maintenance and
enhancement of trail development,
throughout the County, both urban
and rural in an environmentally
sustainable way.
Promote and facilitate the sustainable
re-use of existing former railways
lines for amenity purposes, such
as cycleways, walkways and other
recreational activities in order to
develop a network of ‘green routes’
throughout the County.
Support the sustainable development
of a National Cycle Network and the
development of the EuroVelo project,
in particular the Atlantic Coast Route
where it passes through the County.

5.6 Wild Atlantic Way
The Wild Atlantic Way will be Ireland’s first long
distance touring route stretching along the
Atlantic coast from the Inishowen Peninsula
to Kinsale, covering approximately 2,750 km.
It is envisaged that this new touring route will
help increase visitor numbers, dwell time and
overall visitor spend all along the western
seaboard. It will direct visitors to less visited
areas of the Country and when completed
it will be one of the longest signed tourist
routes in the world, with over 150 ‘discovery
points’ along the way. With some of the most
spectacular coastal scenery in Ireland, the

It is an objective of the Council to:T-29

Sustainably promote the ‘Wild
Atlantic Way’ tourism initiative
which incorporates the entire Kerry
coastline in partnership with Fáilte
Ireland.

T-30

Facilitate the sustainable provision
of coach parking facilities within and
on the edge of towns and villages
and at appropriate scenic viewing
points along the route.

T-31

Facilitate the sustainable provision
of required tourism amenity
infrastructure such as Discovery
Points at spectacular coastal
locations along the Kerry section
of the Wild Atlantic Way, (a small
number of which may be developed
as Signature Discovery Points in
agreement with Failte Ireland),
viewing areas, picnic areas, parking/
laybys and public toilets, and
other appropriate tourism amenity
infrastructure, in conjunction with
the phased development and
promotion of the Wild Atlantic Way
subject to compliance with the
policies and objectives of this Plan
and in a manner that facilitates
the responsible management of
the landscape particularly as they
relate to the protection of the natural
environment.
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5.7 Arts, Craft and Food
Tourism
The County has a rich tradition of arts and
craft industries including traditional currach
making, lace making, and pottery. There is
a growing demand by both domestic and
foreign visitors for such products. Many crafts
workers and artists reside and work in more
remote parts of the County, less frequented
by tourists and the development of craft and
food trails is hugely beneficial to the success
of these enterprises.
Food tourism is an expanding sector around
the globe and Kerry is well positioned to
capture some of this market. Internationally,
food related activities and events are viewed
as a key factor in attracting increased
numbers of visitors to particular localities.
In Kerry, the Dingle Peninsula Food Festival
(host of the Blás na hEireann food awards),
the Listowel Food Fair, the Kenmare Food
Festival, the Grow Your Own movement and
Transition Town Tralee are all capturing the
growing interest in local food. The availability
of good quality local restaurants can be
a deciding factor in destination choice for
many independent visitors. Food and drink
represents the largest fraction of visitor
expenditure and exceeds the average spent
on accommodation. Kerry County Council
supports the development of artisan food
production centres.

Arts, Craft and Food Tourism
It is an objective of the Council to:T-32
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Support
the
sustainable
development of the arts, crafts and
food sectors and liaise with other
relevant agencies to facilitate
growth within this sector.

5.8    Business Tourism
The business tourism and events sector
is a highly competitive market and is
the fastest growing sector in tourism
worldwide. Conferences, exhibitions, product
launches, trade shows, corporate hospitality
are all components of this sector. Business
tourism is currently a small sector in the
overall tourism market in County Kerry, but
an area where there is significant potential
for growth, particularly in the Tralee-Killarney
corridor, where the majority of the commercial
enterprises are located. Killarney is well
placed to exploit the business sector. The
town is second only to Dublin in terms of bed
spaces and has already entered this market
with an existing national conference centre.
Tralee is planning a Rose Dome, an all
weather multi-functional space, to host
gatherings, public events, exhibitions and the
annual Rose of Tralee Festival.
Good connectivity is essential for the further
development of the conference and event
market, especially if it is hoped to attract
international conferences, there needs to
be an increase in direct air route access
to Kerry Internation Airport. ‘Bleisure’ trips is
one of the more recent trends as professionals
are increasingly adding a couple of extra
days onto the end of a business trip which
could bring significant additional revenue to
the local area.
To assist in the promotion of the business
tourism sector, Fáilte Ireland have issued
a publication ‘A guide to Running Green
Meetings and Events’ which includes a set
of best practice guidelines which could be
used by those involve in the management of
hotels and conference centres throughout the
County.

Business Tourism

angling and improved access to the coast, at
appropriate locations.

It is an objective of the Council to:T-33

Sustainably support and facilitate
Kerry as a destination for business
tourism by maximizing Kerry’s
strong and competitive brand
value.

T-34

Support and facilitate, with
other bodies, the sustainable
development of the Rose Dome in
Tralee.

T-35

Support
and
facilitate
the
maintenance, enhancement and
promotion of Blue Flag beaches,
and seek to identify any additional
locations which may satisfy the
criteria for Blue Flag status.

5.9 Coastal Tourism
The Kerry coastline, stretching to over 1000
km has a rich maritime and coastal heritage
from shipwrecks and early wooden structures
such as fish traps preserved in estuarine muds
to the Mesolithic camp at Ferriter’s Cove, the
impressive coastal promontory forts, shell
middens and ecclesiastical sites that dot the
coast. There is also a developed network of
coastal and seaside villages along the Atlantic
seaboard and the County boasts some 12 of
the country’s 74 blue flag beaches. Given
the extent of the County’s maritime heritage
and the indigenous strengths of the region’s
coastal environs there is significant capacity to
sustainably develop this niche tourist market.
It is an objective of the Council therefore, to
encourage sustainable maritime related uses.
There is potential to develop coastal tourism
through the sustainable development of
marinas, new and improved sailing centres,

The natural environment and eco-systems
of coastal areas are sensitive and coastal
erosion has caused significant damage in
these areas. Any proposed development
must adhere to the principles of sustainability
and demonstrate that there will no significant
adverse effects on the environment including
the integrity of Natura 2000 sites. Wave
action around parts of the Kerry coastline
is considered by surfers and windsurfers to
be outstanding. Such wave action, taken
in conjunction with the quality of Kerry’s
beaches, provides an ideal location for surfing
activities.
The world surfing championships have
been held in County Kerry, thus marking the
County out as a quality surfing environment.
Seaside holiday villages, traditionally one
of the mainstays of the County’s tourist
industry are in decline as their target market,
the domestic family tourist is increasingly
holidaying abroad. Seaside village tourism
products are particularly weather dependent,
whereas 2013 was a good year for such
centres previous summers have not been
so benign. For these villages to regain their
position as popular family resorts all weather
facilities are required to supplement existing
natural amenities. To support tourism in
seaside villages it is an objective of the Council
to facilitate the sustainable development
of all weather tourist related proposals, at
appropriate locations.
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Coastal Tourism
It is an objective of the Council to:T-36

Encourage the sustainable development of maritime tourism where it complies
with the objectives and development standards of this Plan, including the
provision of necessary maintenance and storage facilities and decontamination
areas for aquatic alien species.

T-37

Prohibit development which would significantly diminish the amenity, natural
environment and/or economic value of the County’s coastline and beaches or
any of their built natural or cultural assets or amenities.

T-38

Support and promote, with the co-operation of landowners improved access to
the coastline where sustainable and appropriate and in line with the objectives
of this Plan.

T-39

Facilitate the sustainable development of marinas at appropriate locations
where they comply with relevant legislation, the objectives detailed in this Plan
and the following standards:•

The proposal is at a location where associated activity is already underway,
or where a tangible demand for such a facility exists.

•

Adequate water depth, berthing, cleaning and decontamination arrangements
for pleasure craft, navigation aids, pontoon, lighting, fire safety equipment,
toilet facilities, a sufficient level of road access, car parking, direct access
and walkways to boats is provided.

•

Facilities such as boat quays shall be integrated into the shoreline and avoid
water intake points.

•

Facilities to handle waste water and litter/solid waste are provided in
compliance with the Environmental Protection Agency standards and
regulations and those of Kerry County Council’s Environment Department

T-40

Promote the Green Marina scheme and the Green Coast award schemes in
association with An Taisce.

T-41

Facilitate the sustainable development of coastal tourism such as water sports
and water related events at appropriate locations subject to compliance with the
objectives and development standards of this Plan, particularly as they relate to
the protection of the natural environment and coastal areas
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T-42

Promote the sustainable development of marine, leisure and recreation clusters
at appropriate locations along the County’s coastline subject to compliance
with the objectives and development standards of this Plan, particularly as they
relate to the protection of the natural environment and coastal areas.

T-43

Ensure that future caravan, camping and parking facilities in coastal areas will
not be visually intrusive or impact on sensitive coastal environments (e.g. sand
dune systems), by requiring, appropriate siting, layout, design, and native locally
provenanced natural screening, the protection of biodiversity and compliance
with the requirements of the Habitats Directive.

T-44

Identify additional coastal walking routes, which can be developed on a
sustainable basis in conjunction with the Wild Atlantic Way and which will allow
links to other activities and facilities subject to compliance with the principles
of sustainability the objectives and standards of this Plan, particularly as they
relate to the protection and the natural environment, to Rights of Way and
Coastal Zone Management.

T-45

Support and facilitate the maintenance, enhancement and promotion of Blue
Flag beaches and seek to identify any additional locations which may satisfy
the criteria for Blue Flag status.
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5.10 Festivals and Events
County Kerry has a number of festivals which
are unique and have a national profile, such
as Puck Fair which celebrated its 400th
anniversary in 2013, the Rose of Tralee,
Listowel Writers Week and Kerry Film Festival,
all of which attract visitors not only from all
over Ireland but many also from abroad.
Newer festivals, such as the Dingle Film
Festival and Valentia Isle Festival and more
established events such as Other Voices in
Dingle, Padraig O’Keeffe Music Festival in
Castleisland or the Knocknagashel Halloween
Festival make an important contribution to
the local economy. Organisers of festivals
and events are advised to consult the Fáilte
Ireland publication ‘How to make your event
a green one- Advice on environmental good
practice for Festivals and Events. The INEC
in Killarney is now one of the country’s leading
entertainment centres

T-47

Support and promote the existing
festivals and cultural events which
take place in the County and
facilitate the establishment of new
events where opportunities exist
and promote same by erecting
signage
where
appropriate
celebrating and promoting festivals
and cultural events synonymous
with the county.

T-48

Promote
the
sustainable
development of new festivals and
sporting events, at appropriate
locations, in conjunction with
other relevant agencies and
organizations, to increase the
lifestyle profile of the County and
where deemed appropriate, to
promote the development of new
venues and locations to host these
events.

T-49

Support and facilitate other bodies
in the adoption of a green standard
for environmental sustainability
performance for all major festivals
held in County Kerry.

5.11 Gaeltacht Tourism
Festivals and Events
It is an objective of the Council to:T-46
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Promote and support the use of
suitable public open spaces in
towns and villages for out-door
events of interest to both locals
and tourists.

There are two official Gaeltacht areas in
the County: Gaeltacht Chorca Dhuibhne on
the Dingle Peninsula and Gaeltacht Uíbh
Ráthaigh on the Iveragh Peninsula, as well
as a significant expanding Irish speaking
community in the rest of the County. These
Gaeltacht areas are rich in language, tradition,
literature, folklore, music, historical and
archaeological sites, but more importantly,
they are the source and wellspring for our
national language, a living language of the
community for the past 2000 years. Irish
language festivals such as Oireachtas na

Gaeilge in Killarney, Éigse na Brídeoige,
Scoil Cheoil an Earraigh, Féile Náisiúnta
Drámaíochta, Seachtain na Gaeilge, Comórtas
Peile na Gaeltachta all play a significant role
in attracting tourists to Kerry. Irish language
courses have always attracted students from
outside the County, but over recent years
increasing numbers of international students
are attending these courses.

Gaeltacht Tourism
It is an objective of the Council to:T-50

Facilitate and promote in cooperation
with
Údarás
na
Gaeltachta
and
all
other
statutory development agencies,
sustainable tourism development
in the Gaeltacht areas of the
County, while protecting and
promoting the Irish language as
the first community language of
these areas.
..

T-51

Sustainably
support
and
promote our Gaeltacht areas
as key Irish Language Tourism
destinations.
Facilitate
the
development of a marketing
strategy for Irish Language Tourism
for County Kerry.

T-52

Preserve the cultural and linguistic
heritage of Gaeltacht areas
through the settlement strategy
and development objectives of
this Plan.

5.12 Heritage and Cultural Tourism
Heritage holidays are an important tourist
market through visits to particular sites,
heritage trails, touring buses and educational
tours. The County is particularly rich in
terms of its heritage and history with
internationally recognised features such as
Sceilg Mhichil (a UNESCO World Heritage
Site), the Blasket Islands, Ardfert Cathedral
and Staigue Fort, among the most renowned
of the County’s many features, and a large
variety of other sites ranging from coastal
forts to castles to medieval abbeys and simple
vernacular buildings.

County Kerry has a rich heritage of religious
architecture extending back over 1,500 years,
ranging from Gallarus oratory to medieval
monastic foundations such as Lislaughtin and
Killagha to St. Mary’s Cathedral, Killarney to
the relatively modern Corpus Christi Church in
Knockanure. The sustainable development
of religious architectural heritage trails at
appropriate locations would provide another
reason to encourage tourists to visit lesser
known parts of the County.The County’s
historic castles, houses and gardens have the
potential to sustainably expand built, natural
and cultural heritage tourism throughout the
County. Derrynane and Muckross houses with
their spectacular historic gardens are popular
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tourist attractions, which together with similar
sites, can be sustainably developed into a
themed holiday experience. It is an objective
of Fáilte Ireland South West to sustainably
develop tourism around the theme of ‘Castles,
Houses and Gardens of the Southwest’.
County Kerry, with areas such as Sliabh
Luachra and Corca Dhuibhne is well known
for its traditional music, song and dance.
Throughout the County there are a number
of centres for traditional culture and music.
Siamsa Tire, the National Folk Theatre
in Tralee is a showcase for Irish art and
drama, while Finuge is the home of Teach
Siamsa a centre for Irish folklore and story
telling. Numerous other cultural centres are
located throughout the County such as St.
John’s Theatre & Arts Centre in Listowel.
Museums and interpretative facilities are
an important part of the holiday experience
providing a cultural, historical and educational
aspect to the tourist experience. Throughout
the County there are a range of museums and
heritage centres such as the County Museum,
which offers an audio-visual presentation on
the County’s landscape, monuments, towns
and traditions.Valentia Islands key role in the
birth of modern global telecommunications
with the laying of the first successful transAtlantic cable in 1866 ought to be highlighted
and acknowledged. The Cable Stations in
Knightstown, Waterville and Ballinskelligs
are already protected structures. The Council
will work with the local community and other
agencies both in Ireland and abroad to
have Valentia Cable Station and associated
features designated as a UNESCO World
Heritage site.
County Kerry played a significant role in
historic events from 1916-1922 which led to
the creation of the State. It is an objective
of the council to identify and map such sites
within the county and to publish same.
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Heritage & Cultural Tourism
It is an objective of the Council to:T-53

Sustainably support and promote,
with the co-operation of landowners,
public access to heritage sites and
features at appropriate locations.

T-54

Support
and
promote
the
sustainable
development
of
architectural and heritage trails, at
appropriate locations.

T-55

Support and encourage measures
to secure the designation of
Valentia
cable
station
and
associated features, Great Blasket
Island,The tetrapod trackway on
Valentia Island as a UNESCO
World Heritage Site.

T-56

Ensure
heritage
related
development does not result in
negative impacts on the fabric or
setting of Kerry’s heritage assets’.

T-57

Identify and map historic sites
(1916-1922) within the County and
publish same.

5.13 Major Attractions
Figures published by Fáilte Ireland listing
the top 23 fee charging attractions in the
Country only include one Kerry attraction,
the Aquadome, Tralee, which is 22nd on the
list. In order to increase visitor numbers and
visitor spend, Kerry must develop its existing
attractions and new significant attractions
capable of competing with such attractions

elsewhere. It is anticipated that projects such
as the Ring of Kerry Greenway, the Dark
Skies project in South Kerry and the Downhill
Mountain Bike Trail in Killarney will, when
complete, prove to be very popular tourist
attractions.

5.14 Rural Tourism
Ireland’s tourist product is generally associated
with rural based holiday activities,however
the expansion in tourist numbers and
revenue has largely benefited urban areas
with rural tourism remaining a relatively small
niche in the overall tourism context. Rural
tourism is based on local amenities including
archaeological and architectural heritage,
natural heritage and farm diversification
projects, which enhance the local rural
economy and involves rural activities and
services including accommodation facilities.
The importance of tourism to rural economies
is growing and in some instances is critical to
the economy of these areas.

Tourism
developments,
visitor
accommodation,
interpretation
centers,
and commercial / retail facilities serving the
tourism sector should generally be located
within established settlements thereby
fostering strong links to a whole range of
other economic and commercial sectors and
sustaining the host communities.

Major Attractions
It is an objective of the Council to:T-58

Support inter-agency initiatives to
secure the establishment of visitor
attractionsin appropriate locations
and subject to the principles of
sustainability and the objectives
and standards contained in the
provisions of this Plan.

The future of rural tourism relies partly on
capitalising on the opportunities presented
by experiential tourism as set out above,
but also on the need for farm diversification
or alternative farm activity encompassing
equestrian holidays, archaeological and
nature tours, heath farms, food related
holidays, niche products including food and
crafts. Consequently it is an objective of the
Council to support sustainable on-farm or
farm related tourism ventures and associated
infrastructure where proposals accord with
the provisions of this Plan.
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Rural Tourism
It is an objective of the Council to:T-59

Sustainably support and facilitate proposals for on-farm or farm related tourism
ventures/developments and associated infrastructure having regard to the protection
of the landscape, biodiversity, the principles of sustainability, the primary purpose
of family farms and compliance with the objectives and development standards of
this Plan.

T-60

Promote and facilitate the sustainable development of rural tourism such as open
farms, on-farm craft villages and visitor centres where these are not detrimental to
the character, biodiversity, scenic value and rural amenity of the surrounding area
and subject to the objectives and development standards of this Plan, particularly
as they relate to the protection of the natural environment.

T-61

Encourage the reuse and refurbishment of vernacular buildings (houses or farm/
industrial buildings) in appropriate locations for tourist related facilities, including
holiday house accommodation. The development shall relate in scale to the
sites characteristics and location, shall not be detrimental to the rural amenity of
the surrounding area and be in accordance development standards of this plan,
particularly as they relate to the protection of the natural and built environment.

T-62

Support agri-tourism initiatives in the form of on-farm visitor accommodation and
supplementary activities such as health farms, food centred activities, heritage
and nature trails, pony trekking and boating in appropriate locations in accordance
with the principles of sustainability, the development objectives and standards
of this Plan, particularly as they relate to the protection of the natural and built
environment.

5.15

Urban Tourism

The County has a number of important tourist
towns which are in themselves destinations
to which tourists come because of the unique
qualities of their environment. Retaining the
character and uniqueness of these towns
is important in differentiating the County’s
tourist product and attracting the ‘cultural
and experience’ seeker while promoting the
Kerry tourist brand. The urban experience is
significantly affected by the way towns are
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planned, designed and managed to enhance
and reinforce identity rather than create
culturally homogenous environments.

Urban Tourism
It is an objective of the Council to:T-63

Protect the innate character of
the County’s towns and villages
through the implementation of the
design and heritage objectives of
this Plan and those of local area
plans.

T-64

Improve the visual appearance
of towns and villages, protect
their character and maximise
their tourism potential by the
continuance of environmental
and public realm programmes,
design control and the removal/
improving of dereliction.

T-65

Identify settlements or areas
of special character which
may
require
Architectural
Conservation Area designation,
Village Design Statements,
Design Guidelines etc. to ensure
the long term protection and
management of their special
character.

T-66

5.16

Support and facilitate the work
of the Tidy Towns Committees in
maximising the tourism potential
of our towns and villages.

Visitor Accommodation

in the Country. Within the County there is
an imbalance in the distribution of hotel
accommodation, with a huge concentration
in Killarney, a considerable amount in Tralee,
Kenmare and Dingle, but very little in other
urban centres such as Listowel, Castleisland,
Cahersiveen or Killorglin. This imbalance
impedes the spread of tourism revenue
throughout the County. It is considered
appropriate to maintain, improve and increase
the provision of good quality accommodation
in order to encourage longer term stays within
the County. Managing the provision of tourist
accommodation is essential to ensuring the
delivery of a sustainable tourism strategy.

The provision of new tourist facilities should
respect the outstanding quality and variety of
the natural and built environment of Kerry and
should not damage the resource or prejudice
its tourist value in any way. The provision of
such accommodation within existing towns
and villages can contribute to the economic
performance of these settlements.
The
provision of tourist accommodation in a
given location should be on a scale that a
settlement can sustain on a year round basis
and should not interfere with the economic or
social viability of that settlement.

One in five guesthouses in the Country is
located in County Kerry, almost a fifth of
Five Star hotels in the country are located in
Kerry. Outside of Dublin, County Kerry has
the greatest concentration of hotel rooms
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Visitor Accommodation

T-70

Ensure
that
where
the
development of facilities for
commercial accommodation for
tourists and visitors is proposed,
that these facilities are encouraged
to locate within settlements.
Such proposals will be required
to be of an appropriate scale
to the settlement in which it is
to be located in order to retain
the vibrancy and sustainability
of the settlement when such
accommodation is not occupied.

T-71

Encourage
the
sustainable
provision of additional high
quality hotel accommodation
in conjunction with leisure,
conferencing and other associated
facilities, in Listowel, Cahersiveen,
Killorglin and Castleisland.

It is an objective of the Council to:T-67

Support
best
practice
environmental
management
including energy efficiency, waste
management, procurement and
recycling
in
accommodation
providers and tourism enterprises
in the County, through the use of
accreditation and eco-labeling.

T-68

Encourage
the
sensitive
redevelopment and / or return
to suitable use, of derelict,
vacant or redundant buildings, in
appropriate locations in order to
provide for visitor accommodation
and tourism development, while
having regard to ecological
constraints
and
architectural
heritage requirements.

T-69

Generally permit the use of existing
houses in rural areas for the
provision of small scale commercial
visitor accommodation, where
such provision does not give
rise to a traffic hazard, or have
an adverse impact on residential
amenity or the environment.
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